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Dawn Lippert is a CEO of Elemental Excelerator and Director of Innovation and Community at 
Emerson Collective. Each year Elemental Excelerator finds 15-20 companies and funds each 
company up to $1 million to improve systems that impact people’s lives - energy, transportation, 
water, and agriculture - in Hawaii, Asia, and California. 

To date, Elemental Excelerator has awarded over $22 million to more than 80 companies. 
The organization is funded by a coalition of utility/corporate partners, government (particularly 
the U.S. Navy), and philanthropic organizations.
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Emily is The MacNaughton Group’s Chief Operating Officer, having joined the company in 2015 
after 15 years of legal and business experience in Honolulu, San Francisco and Washington 
D.C. as a law firm litigator, in-house counsel and executive at a technology company. At The 
MacNaughton Group, Emily works closely with the CEO and her colleagues across all areas 
of the company, and cultivates relationships with internal and external stakeholders.  
 
She also serves as a board member of The MacNaughton Group Foundation, Child and Family 
Service and Hawaii Women’s Legal Foundation. Emily grew up in Hawaii and attended Punahou 
School. She graduated from Princeton University and Harvard Law School, and was awarded a 
Fulbright Fellowship in Japan. She was recognized as a “Corporate Counsel Rising Star” by the 
San Francisco Business Times in 2015, a “Woman to Watch” by Pacific Business News in 2017, 
and a “20 for the Next 20” by Hawaii Business Magazine earlier this year.


