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Denise Hayashi Yamaguchi is the CEO and Founder 
of the Hawai`i Food & Wine Festival and also serves 
as the Executive Director of the Hawai`i Agricultural 
Foundation. Prior to her tenure with the Festival 
and with the Foundation, she was a business 
development consultant providing both nonprofit 
and for-profit organizations with fund development, 
marketing, government affairs, public relations and 
community relations strategies and solutions. 

She has more than twenty-four years of experience 
and has held executive positions with NCL America, 
Bishop Museum, Japanese Cultural Center, Hawai`i 
Foodbank and U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye’s office 
in Washington D.C.  

She is currently a board member of the East-West 
Center Foundation and a member of the Hawai`i 
Tourism Authority Board of Directors and has held 
various volunteer leadership roles with a number of 
nonprofits in the community.

Founder & Chief Executive Officer
Hawaii Food & Wine Festival
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WOMEN OF DISTINCTION PAST HONOREES

Carol Ai May
Jean Ariyoshi
Claire Asam
Debbie Berger
Joan Bickson
Mary Bitterman
Gladys A. Brandt*
Mary Lou Brogan
Christine Camp
Melinda Carroll
Vicky Cayetano
Sau Ung Loo Chan*
Karen Chang
Meredith Ching
Mary Jane Connell
Beadie Kanahele Dawson
Judith M. Dawson
Barbara Dew
Kathleen M. Donohoe
Bennette M. Evangelista
Joyce Fasi
Linda Fernandez
Julia Frolich
Veronica Zasadni Froman
Bev Gannon

Donna Goth
M.R.C. Greenwood
Patricia Hamamoto
Kim Hehir
Sibyl Heide
Michelle Ho
Pegge Hopper
Elizabeth Ignacio
Kathy Inouye
Louise Ing
Irene Hirano Inouye
Carole Kai
Erin Kirihara
Claudia J. Kennedy
Ann Kobayashi
Faye Kurren
Constance Lau
Myrtle Lee*
Roberta Wong Leung
Linda Lingle
Kathryn Lucktenberg
Lori Lum
Dee Jay Mailer
Barrett McCandless*
Kay Mukaigawa

Momi Mo’okini-Lum
Sharon McPhee
Emma Aluli Meyer
Marie N. Milks
Frances Mossman
Carol A. Mutter
Karen Nakamura
Anne Namba
Gretchen Neal
Catherine Ngo
Pam Omidyar
Ruth Ono
Nancy Pace
Barbara “Bobbie” Perry
Alana Kobayashi Pakkala
Jackie Liwai Pung
Phyllis A. Richards*
Pokey Watson Richardson
Patricia F. Saiki
Sheryl Seaman
Catherine Shen
Andrea Simpson
Kalo Mataele Soukop
Martha Smith
Jan Sullivan

Rell Sunn*
Patricia Tam
Donna Tanoue
Jane B. Tatibouet
Ann M. Testa
Cha Thompson
Donnis Thompson
Rose Tseng
Laila Twigg-Smith*
Lynne Waihee
Jenai Sullivan Wall
Indru Watumull
Sharon Weiner
Sue Wesselkamper*
Nancy White
Beth Whitehead
Carolyn Berry Wilson
Shelley Wilson
Kitty Sullivan Wo
Colleen Wong
Mary Worrall
Lily Yao

* Deceased




